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Green hills, water in the wadis, and scattered red anemone all attest 
to the fact that the winter rains are now upon us. As a whole, how- 
ever, the winter has been a mild one; and the clear, blue, cloudless 


sky of today is more typical than the severe rain and wind storm of 
yesterday and the day before. 


Since the last newsletter, trips and the Christmas season have held 
our attention. November 18-29 I had the rare privilege of attending 
the Second Arab Archaeological Congress held in Baghdad, Iraq. The 
only other non-Arab present was Jan Karl van der Haagen, Director of 
the Division of Monuments and Museums of UNESCO. The Arab countries 
represented were Jordan, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, and Tunisia. 

Dr. Naji al Asil, Director-General of Antiquities of Iraq, was presi- 
dent, and Dr. Ahmad Fakhri of Egypt was secretary. The Congress was 
divided into three committees, I was made a member of the committee 
on excavations, museums, reconstruction, and preservation, The Con- 
gress was wonderfully well organized with lectures and trips into the 
field in addition to the discussions of the committees. A prominent 
place in the lecture program was given to the excellently presented 
Slide lecture of Dr. Awni Dajani, of the Department of Antiquities of 
Jordan, who reported on pre-historic Tell es-Sultan, umran, and Khir- 
bet Mefjar. The field trips included journeys to the Mosul area~-Nin- 
rud, Nineveh, and Xhorsabad--Samarra, Babylon, and the museums and ~ 
ancient buildings in Baghdad itself, as well as to numerous mosqueS-e 
Altogether it was a very valuable experience personally and, I be- 
lieve, to the School in respect to vnublic relations. 


From January 7-21 four of our students, Fathers Joseph A. Fitzmyer and 
John L. MacKkenzie and Dr. and Mrs. Paul Lapp, visited Egypt as a part 
of their year's study program. Travelling as far south as Aswan, 
they were able to visit such sites as Gizeh, Saqqara, Luxor, and Edfu. 
Time spent in such museums as the National Museum and the Coptic Mu- 
seum in Cairo and the museum in Aswan, as well as in numerous mosques 
and the citadel in Cairo, was especially rewarding. Their stay at 
Chicago House at Luxor was another high-light of the trip and we are 
especially grateful to Dr. and Mrs. Hughes for the gracious manner in 
which they were received, This trip will undoubtedly be rememberéd as 
one of the outstanding experiences of their stay in the Near Taste 


Proposed one-day field trips have been hampered somewhat by unfortu- 
nate weather conditions. One trip, however, was successfully complet- 
ed to the Haram el-Khalil in Hebron, Herodium, Tequa, Ramet el-Khalil, 
and "Solomon's" Poolse A seminar with reports by the various members 
of the party on the sites to be visited prepared us well for a better 
understanding of the nature and significance of these places. A sec- 
ond trip to el-Bira, Beitin, Khirbet et—lell, Tell Asur, Tayibeh, and 
Rammun on last Thursday was interrupted after visiting the first 


three places by the sudden onslaught of a rain-snow storm aceompanied 
by strong windse 
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Archaeological activities continue in the Hashemite Kingdom of the 
Jordan, although the American School is not so engaged. Except for 
the continued clearing operation on the east side of the neolithic 
tower, the British School of Archaeology has completed its last sea- 
son at Tell es-Sultan. December 30-January 14 I joined the staff to 
work out an answer to some special problems which had arisen in con- 
nection with EB, Chalcolithic, and pottery-Neolithic occupational 
levels. The season's work has as a whole further clarified the pre- 
historic picture of this site including now a tentative identifica- 
tion of Mesolithic occupation. A rich tomb was cleared producing 
wooden furniture and other objects comparable to that of Tombs H6, 
H14, and H18. One of the more exciting finds was that of a skeleton, 
the skull of which gave clear evidence of four trepanning operations. 
It was obvious that the individual had long survived the first of 


these operations and the second as well, but the third and fourth may 
have resulted in his death shortly thereafter, 


The Department of Antiquities has been busily engaged in several 
clearing and excavetion operations, A fine Roman tomb near Suweileh 
was Cleared last fall. There were twenty-four well-made burial cham- 
bers and two carved sarcophagi., Considerable quantities of glass and 
jewelry, including several examples of exquisitely made gold earrings, 
were found; but the tomb had been re-used in Byzantine times and was 
not as rich as was at first hoped. The Roman theater in Amman has 
been completely cleaned preparatory to some reconstruction. Clearing 
operations are continuing on that site. At Khirbet Mefjar Dr. Awni 


Dajani is directing a second season of excavations north of the pal- 


ace. On the basis of the large quantities of pottery and foodstuffs 
Which have been found, he has tentatively identified this as the liv- 
ing area of the workers who were engaged in building the palace of 

the Umayyid Caliph Hisham. Most exciting, perhaps, has been the 
Clearing of a late MB tomb in the yard of the government museum in 
Amman, It has produced an incredibly large number of nicely decorated 
and undecorated vessels of all types, including some of exceedingly 
fine, hard ware. In addition, a number of fine Egyptian scarabs have 
been found. The pottery, tentatively identified as IiB IIc, and not 


including any imported ware, attests to a highly developed ceramic in- 
dustry in Transjordan about 1550 B.C. 


Most recently work has been started at Ain Feshkha in an attempt to 
clear the compound first discovered two years ago. This excavation 
is a cooperative venture between the Department of Antiquities, the 
Palestine Archaeological Museum, and 1l'¥cole Biblique et Archaseolo- 
gique, and is under the direction of Pere Roland deVaux., Work has 
been proceeding for less than a week and has been hampered by bad 
weather, so no information is available at this date. 


On December 30 the Board of Trustees of the Palestine Archaeological 
Museum, including myself, met with several new members. Mr. Ake 
Sjolin, Swedish Ambassador to Lebanon; Said Bey Dura, Director of the 
Department of Antiquities of Jordan; liiss Kathleen “enyon, represent- 
ing the British Museum in the place of ii.A.C. Cresswell. ‘Jith the 
transfer of Mr. Lester D. Mallory, formerly American Ambassador to 
Jordan, who has served the board so faithfully, it was necessary to 
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elect a new president of the board; I was honored by being elected to 
this position for the remainder of my term at the American School. 
Following the meeting of the board we had the pléasure of entertain- 
ing the members at the American School for lunch, 


The Christmas festivities were full and rich and were participated in 
by nearly all of the members of the school at one time or another, I 


nave asked Dr, Ovid R. Sellers, who participated fully in these ob- 
Servances, to report on them. 





















"This year the Christmas season brought many visitors to Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem, At the time of the Latin, Anglican, and Protestant 
Services on December 24-25, all available accommodations were booked 
in Jerusalen, Ramallah, and Jericho, At the School was a group from 
Beirut, headed by Dr. Dewey Eder, pastor of the Beirut Community 
Church. ‘Je had with us also Congressman D. S. Saund of California, 
Mrs, Saund, and their daughter, who were on their way home after 
their visit in India, Some 5000 Christians from Israel were reported 
to have come over for the celebrations, 


"Members of the School attended the various Christmas Eve services in 
Bethlehem. There was rain during the afternoon Protestant services 
in Shepherds' Field, so that most of the celebrants were soaked and 
splattered with mud, Still there was an overflow crowd at the even- 
ing services--the Anglican singing in the court and the midnight 

mass in St. Catherine's. The Lapps wént to the Lutheran church while 
others joinéd the throng for the mass. Though there was crowding and 
confusion, it was a joyful and impressive moment at midnight when the 
large star on the ceiling was lighted and the choir jubilantly sang 
the words which appeared on the arch above the altar in neon lights, 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO, 






"Dinner on Christmas at the School was a quiet, delightful family 
affair, Omar was at his best, the ladies had set up a tree and other 
decorations, and presents were exchanged according to a previoys 
drawing of names, Later in the afternoon a number of visitors--among 
them the president of International Christian University in Tokyo, * 
the president of the theological seminary in Singapore, and the prin- 
cipal of Kinnaird College in Lahore--came to the School for tea in 
the Director's Houseée 



















"January 6 was Christmas Eve for the Orthodox churches. Our only 
guests on this occasion were Dr. and Mrs. Charles F. Nims of Chicago 
House, Luxor. There were many people in Bethlehem but not so many 
as on December 24; and the Church of the Nativity, which is Greek 
Orthodox, is capacious, In spite of the confusion which results 
from a lack of any partition between the Orthodox and Coptic groups, 
the services are impressivee 








"January 6 is also Epiphany for the Latins and Anglicans. This year 
the Anglicans used the occasion for the consecration of their first 
Arab bishop, Najib Attalah Cuba'in, in St. George's Cathedral. His 
diocese will consist of Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. As Canon Cuba' 
in he has served in Jerusalem for a number of years and is well 
known in the School. For his consecration the cathedral was crowded. 












Newsletter #6 1957-58 Page -4- 








There were present bishops from England, Iran, and the Sudan, repre- 
sentatives of all the religious communities in Jerusalem, represent- 
atives of the King of Jordan and the President of Lebanon, and local 
government and consular officials. 











"The final Christmas observance is the Armenian service on January 
18-19¢ Elsewhere the Armenians, with other Orthodox churches, have 
Christmas on January 6=7; but at that time there is so much crowding 
in Bethlehem that the Armenians take their Christmas according to the 
Julian calendar, in which the 18th corresponds to the Gregorian 6th, 
Attendance at the Armenian service is smaller than at the previous 


services; but it is impressive, particularly the 45-minute midnight 
service in the Grotto." 






On the afternoon of January 11 Dr. Charles Nims gave a lecture in the 
Palestine Archaeological Museum, The subject was "Pharaohs,Followers, 
and Felons in Ancient Thebes." A good audience was present and the 
museum served tea. Also high in importance on the social calendar of 
the city of Jerusalem was the recent appearance of the Berkshire 
String Quartet. Their excellent concert was enthusiastically re- 
ceived by a large and appreciative audience, Afterwards we had the 
pleasure of mesting the musicians and their families at a reception 
in the Director's House attended by nearly forty of Jerusalem's most 
prominent citizens. 

























In addition to the special guests mentioned by Dr. Sellers, we were 
pleased to be able to entertain Dr. Paul Leonard,president of the A~ 
merican University in Beirut, and Mrs. Leonard, together with the A- 
merican Consulate personnel, at a Sunday night dinner in the Direct- 
or's House. At that time Dr. Leonard most graciously consented to 
share with us some of his tentative ideas concerning the sstablish- 
ment of a program of Near East studies at A.U.B. Early in January 
Reverend Donald West of Indianapolis, Indiana, Two Brothers Fellow at 
the School in 1938-39, spent several days with us. At the present 
time we are enjoying the company of Mr. G.ReH.(Mick) Wright, our sur- 
veyor at Balata last summer, and his wife, Pauline. Mr. J. Be Poole 
of the University of Leeds, England, is also at the School. 





Of interest to the residents of the School of the past seven years 
will be the news that Imran Abdo has left our employ for "greener 
pastures" in Kuwait. We wish him all success and godspeed in his 
new venture. 


Work on the Beth-zur reports is progressing nicely and a preliminary 
report should soon be ready for publication, This and the projected 
field trips will occupy our attention as a School during the spring. 
In addition each one continues his work on his own special projects 
in comfortably warm surroundings. All are at the moment enjoying 
good health and we look forward to an active spring term. 









H. Neil Richardson 
Director, Jerusalem School 


